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CSDR Club Donates Quilts to Hospital 


By Lizz Companion, Residential Counselor 


The CSDR sewing club recently went to River- 
side Medical Center in Moreno Valley. We 
donated 16 quilts to their Child Abuse and 
Neglect Program. What an exciting 

day. Three of the hospital administrators gave 
us a tour of the program. The program is 

| funded completely by fundraisers and dona- 

i tions. It is not funded by the hospital. 


© Children are brought to the ER with an injury 
or the police bring them in from a home where 
they have been abused. There are nurses, 
doctors, social workers, District Attorneys and 
police officers working in that program on a 


Message from Mal 


As the school year draws to a close, | join the ranks of students who 
are graduating. | recently graduated from an exciting 10-month pro- 
gram sponsored by the Greater Riverside Chamber of Commerce 
called Leadership Riverside. 


This program selects, from a host of applicants, 20 to 30 key citizens 
who have an interest in learning more about issues facing the City of 
Riverside. These participants meet in class for one full day each 
month to visit sites and hear from speakers who are informed on cru- 
cial topics such as economic development, health, arts and culture, 
public safety, education and many more. | was honored to be the 
first deaf participant in this wonderful program. 
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PAWSITIVE REFLECTIONS 


Quilts (cont'd from page 1) 


daily basis. Years ago a child 
would have to stand up in court and 
tell their story over and over 

again. Now, with the new technol- 
ogy we have, they are not exposed 
to acourt room. The administra- 
tors showed us the new high tech 
machines that take pictures of the 
children ’s body. The machines 
will show underlying bruises that 
may not be visible on the surface. 
They will also detect if there is any 
residual blood left on the child. 


The child abuse department is not 
identified anywhere in the hospi- 
tal. The doors are not even la- 
beled for the safety of the chil- 
dren. The department is not on 


any of the hospital maps and there 
are no directions anywhere. It is 
very secretive and all activity takes 
place behind locked doors. 


| was very proud of our student 
Matt Fein because he gave a very 
nice speech explaining how each 
CSDR student worked very hard in 
making these quilts, and how 
he felt good that a child in need 
would be getting them. (It was 
hard for him to hold back his 
tears because he was so 
touched by what he saw. ) 

Our students are still working 
hard to continue making 

w quilts. We have made it a goal 
to continue this program. Their 
decision has been reinforced by 
what they saw on this trip. They 
know there is a need for them 
to contribute to the program. 


Mal (cont’d from page 1) 


As our class traveled throughout 
the city learning about Riverside ’s 
rich history and issues with which 
the city is currently struggling, | was 
amazed at the diversity and array of 
services our city offers to its citi- 
zens. 


| learned a great deal from this pro- 
gram, not only about the city, but 
about myself. | learned that | was 
guilty of having preconceived opin- 
ions about some issues even 
though | felt | had a very open mind. 


For example, the homeless. | had 
always assumed the homeless 
were people who were into drugs, 
didn ’t want to work, and possibly 
had a mental illness. When our 
class visited the Homeless Shelter 
and | was able to meet some of the 


people (and families ) | quickly 
saw that many had been victims of 
events that were simply out of their 
control such as a job loss or health 
issue. These were people just like 
me. And! had “labeled” them in 
my mind the same way many peo- 
ple label the deaf. It made me real- 
ize the importance of education, not 
only of our students, but of the 
hearing community about the deaf. 
It is only through seeing and inter- 
acting with us that people will begin 
to understand that we are no differ- 
ent than anyone else. 


And so my message this month is 
specifically for the CSDR ’ s gradu- 
ating class. While you will be leav- 
ing behind the formal education you 
have been immersed in for the past 
12 years, there will always be op- 


portunities to learn. 


Stay open to the idea of learning a 
lesson from each path upon which 
you embark. Get involved with your 
community, work, or the next level 
of your education and don’ t limit 
yourself only to lessons taught in a 
classroom. The more you become 
involved the further you move along 
in this journey called Life and the 
closer you will be to that destination 
called Success. 
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CSDR Alumnus Dr. Raymond C. Merritt, Jr 


Autobiography (Excerpts) by Raymond C. Merritt, Jr. 


| am proudly an Alma Ma- 
ter of CSDR. | enrolled in 
the CSDR Jr. High School 
in 1985 when | was 9 and 
graduated as a member of 
Class of 1991 at age of 16. 
During school, | was a 
good student and was al- 
ways amongst the top in 
my class. 


| played football as an 
outer linebacker and tight 
end, basketball as a small 
forward, and track (100 m 
and 400 m relay ). | en- 
joyed playing sports and 
other extracurricular activi- 
ties such as Newsign / 
CSDR-TV, Close-Up to 
visit Washington D.C., Jr. NAD, 
and the High School Leadership 
Training Program. 


After CSDR | attended Gallaudet 
University where | majored in Biol- 
ogy, graduated with a B.A. degree, 
and was honored with a cum 
magna laude in 1999. During 
these undergraduate years, | 
played 4-year football as a first- 
string outer linebacker. 


My extracurricular activities in- 
cluded: Biology tutor, ASL tutor as 
a part of the Shared Reading Pro- 
ject (where | visited family homes 
and taught parents to read story- 
books in ASL to their children ) , 
president of Kappa Gamma Frater- 
nity, Student Body Government, 
and others. These activities and 
playing sports had a significant role 
in shaping who | am today. | 
needed athletics to keep me bal- 
anced and focused so that | could 


tinue my career through 
associate and full pro- 
fessorship doing re- 

# search on deafness in 
mammals. 


My personal advice to 
CSDR students is to 
identify your academic 
strengths and weak- 
nesses and then ex- 
plore career and col- 
lege or training options 
early during high school 
years. By doing so it 
will help you make in- 
formed decisions about 
your future. If you 
choose to pursue a B.A. 
or B.S. degree, decide 
on which major to take during 
your freshman year in High 
School even if you are not sure 
which one! | wish you all the best of 
luck with your future endeavors! 


Dr. Raymond C. Merritt, Jr., daughter Hazel, 
and wife Jamie Ann 


be a great student, husband, 
friend, co-worker, and teammate. 


After | graduated with B.A., | was 
awarded a Presidential Fel- 
lowship (1999-2002 ) at 
Gallaudet University. This 
fellowship offered funding for 
graduate studies and an op- 
portunity to teach freshman 
level courses. With the fel- 
lowship, | matriculated into a 
Masters program specializ- 
ing in Genetics at George 
Washington University and 
received an M.S. degree in 
Genetics in 2003. | then 
went on to receive my Ph.D. 


| received a tenure-track fac- 

ulty position in the Biology 
Department in 2002 and re- 
ceived my tenure in 2008 as an 
assistant professor. | plan to con- 
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Middle School Chess Club 


By Andrew Tarpey, Residential Counselor 


The Chess Club was established 
for students who were interested 
in the challenge of the game and 
for recreational purposes. The 
students really enjoyed playing 
and learning about chess. The 
club grew to include three levels: 
beginner, intermediate, and ad- 
vanced. 


Eventually, the students became 
interested in competing. The offi- 
cial competitions began in Octo- 
ber 2009 and the championship 
games were played in March 
2010. At times, the competition 
was so close that the students 
had to set up a rematch. Students 
gained confidence and enjoyed 
discovering the secrets to defeat- 


ing their opponent. Bridget Berrigan and German Go- 
mez (Draw) 


Advanced Level: Jonah Strom 


| want to say a special thanks to all 
of the participants for making the 
Chess Club a wonderful success. | 
also want to recognize all of the 
Chess Club spon- 
sors, Robert Johans- 
meyer, Norman 
Weiss and Ryan 
Zarembka for their 
dedication and sup- 
port. 


Congratulations to the winners! 


The winners of the 
2009-2010 Chess 
Club were: 
Beginner Level: 
Jose Garcia 
Intermediate Level: 


Students Find “Treasure” in the Arts 
By Tammy Mitchell, Middle School Principal 


The upper Elementary (grads 3- 
5) and the Middle (grades 6- 

8 ) School had a wonderful op- 
portunity given to them on May 
13. The Lewis Family Playhouse 
invited the students to attend their 
showing of Robert Lewis Steven- 
son ’s 7reasure /slandin Rancho 
Cucamonga. The performance 
included a cast of six players who 
swept us away to hunt for lost 
treasure. 


Following the performance, the 
audience asked questions of the 
cast members. The cast and 
crew of the Lewis Family Play- 
house made us feel welcome and 
seemed excited to have us there. 
Other school groups (including 
another D/HH program ) were in 
attendance as well. 


We want to thank the Lewis Family 
Playhouse for their generous gift 
and invitation to this production. 
We hope to building a wonderful 
relationship with this group so that 
other students can enjoy seeing 
classic literature brought to life. 


TREASURE 
ISLAND 


Comments from students included: 


“It was my first time at the thea- 
ter! ” 


“| like it when a story turns into a 
play or movie. ” 


“The environment was very wel- 
coming and unique to look at. The 
stage looked cool with its red stage 
and lighting.” 


“The pirates didn ’t look tough, 
which was very different than the 
book. ” 
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ASL Festival 


By Debra Rose, ECE Principal 


Early Childhood Education 

(ECE ) and the Elementary De- 
partment worked together to pre- 
sent CSDR ’ s Inaugural ASL 
Festival. From little PlIPers to 5th 
graders, all the students per- 
formed a variety of ASL structures 
on the stage. The goal of the pro- 
gram is to instill the importance 
and value of their language. Like 
other languages, ASL has its own 
unique features such as body 
shifts, riddles, personification, 


name stories, and the 
traditional A to Z sto- 
ries. The festival also 
focused on classifiers, 
hand shape stories, 
jokes, and poetry. 

In addition to the stage 
performances, video 
clips of children who 
were unable to attend 
the festival were 
shown on a wide 
screen. One of the 
videos was of some of 
CSDR ’s 4th graders imitat- 
ing all the Deaf President 
Now (DPN) leaders from 
Gallaudet. The class imi- 
tated the traits/character of 
the leader and they actually 
had a Video Phone interview 
with Greg Hlibok, one of the 
DPN leaders. Another video 


dy 
\ 


> 


Hungry Cubs Delivers! 
By Chris Chmaj, HS Special Need Instructor 


be on the menu, when to collect 
orders, time management skills and 
graphing. These activities 
gave the students an oppor- 
tunity to learn how to break 
down a large goal into 
smaller tasks and to figure 
out the amount of time 
needed to complete the 
tasks. 

At our last Hungry Cubs we 
had 35 orders of chili and 
wild rice chicken soup. The 
students shopped for the 
items needed for the recipe. 
The day the orders were 
filled, the students prepared 


Hungry Cubs is a program where 
students from the Special Needs 
High School prepare lunch for 
staff to purchase. We send out 
an email with a link for staff to 
order their lunch and the infor- 
mation from the link is put on a 
spreadsheet. We print the 
spread sheet of orders and stu- 
dents make a list to determine 
how much food needs to be 
bought. 

Special Needs High School stu- 
dents in rooms 442 and 444 are 
working on Hungry Cubs this 
year. Through this program stu- 
dents worked on planning when 
to practice cooking, what should 


} 
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was of the little PIPers doing a finger 
play of Itsy Bitsy Spider. 

Parents, community, staff and fami- 
lies/friends were in awe of how much 
the students knew and what they 
were able to accomplish!! ECE and 
the Elementary departments look 
forward to making this an annual 
event! 


and delivered the chili and soup. It 
was a very successful day! 
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Middle School Science Fair 
By Andrew Tarpey, Middle School Instructor 


The Middle School Science Fair individual or as a team member, 
was held in the CSDR Social and all of the students did an 
Hall. The Science Fair was outstanding job with their pro- 
brought back to life after being jects and presentations. Stu- 
“dormant” for four years and it dents were able to answer chal- 
turned out to be quite a success. lenging questions asked by the 
judges. The participating judges 
Every student participated via were Darren Green, Tammy 


their Science class as either an Mitchell, and Lori Stecher. 


CSDR’s Volunteer Program 


By Laurie Pietro, Volunteer Coordinator 


During the 2009-10 school year and High School, CTE, Plant (951 ) 248-7700 x4361 or 

CSDR has had 46 volunteers! Operations, the Cafeteria, Ipietro@csdr-cde.ca.gov 

Together they have donated Dorms, Physical Education, and 

4,704 hours to the school! even in several of the after To our many volunteers we thank 
school programs. you for your time and efforts. 

The volunteer program has Our students and staff appreciate 

placed volunteers both in and Several individuals have already all that you do for us. 

out of the classroom. We have signed up to volunteer next year. 

volunteers in the Administration If you are interested in joining Have a wonderful summer break! 

Building, Early Childhood Educa- the CSDR Volunteer Program, 

tion, in the Elementary, Middle please contact Laurie Pietro at 


Author’s in ASL and English 


By Susan Stewart and Erika Thompson 


Author ’s Chair is an opportunity and learning how to properly pre- 
for our elementary students to pre- sent their work. We are very proud 
sent their written work or a story of our young authors and storytell- 
that they want to share in ASL with _ ers. 
their audience. This year under the 
co-coordination of teachers Megan 
Rivadeneyra and Susan Stewart, 
Author ’s Chair was held every 
month during two sessions: one for 
the lower elementary and one for 
the upper elementary stu- 

dents. The students who partici- 
pate in the Author ’s Chair receive 
a book and aribbon. It’s a great 
way for the students to get used to 
standing in front of an audience 
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C-PAR Molding WorkAbility Student 


Story from WorkAbility Newsletter 


Pattern and molding expert Chuck 
Parmenter has high profile clients 
and high work expectations to 
match. When the movie industry 
needs help, he ’s the man to ac- 
complish the task. Whether it is the 
rigid armor and breastplates from 
the acclaimed movie “Planet of the 
Apes, ” a life-like hand mold, or a 
complete overhaul of a classic 
Harley Davidson engine, Chuck can 
conquer the task. When ap- 
proached by WorkAbility to estab- 
lish a working partnership, the 
WorkAbility staff wasn ’t sure who 
would fit the mold in this shop. For- 
tunately, Steven Gonzales was the 
perfect fit. Since his start with 
WorkAbility last year, Steven has 
been exhibiting a high standard of 
excellence. He is a conscientious 


A 


Hi 


Hi 


to 


Preschool and the Three Little Pigs 


By Jessica Valencia-Biskupiak 


Every year, Preschool gives a mar- 
velous performance during their 
Fairytale theme week, performing 
the famous story the "Three Little 
Pigs". Before performing, the pre- 
schoolers do many exciting theme- 
related activities and read the story 
several times. This 
allows the teachers to 
check the students ’ 
comprehension as 
students retell the 
story. It is remark- 
able to see how much 
these little ones can 
perform the story, 
acting out the big bad 
wolf with the three 


pigs. 


worker and joyfully completes his 
tasks efficiently and accurately. 


positive attitude and a strong de- 
sire to work. When it’s time to 
board the work-bound transit, Ste- 
ven is the first through the door. 


noticed by his supervisor, WorkA- 
bility staff, his teachers, principals, 
and fellow students. Steven ’s 
excitement and enthusiasm has 
distinguished him as one of 
WorkAbility ’ s most accom- 
plished students and employees. 


attitude serves as a model for all 


be a vital member of Chuck ’s 
team at C-Par Pattern & Model 
Technical Services in Riverside, 
California. 


senior at CSDR, Steven has a 


s commitment to excellence is 


s conscientious and energetic 


emulate. Steven has proven to 


Based on the performance, the stu- 
dents definitely understood the 
story and were able to act it out. 
Parents and staff commented that 
this performance has been the most 
entertaining one ever! Check out 
the performance pictures! 
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Achievement Testing in Middle School 
By Tammie Mitchell, Middle School! Principal 


PAWSITIVE REFLECTIONS 


Middle School students took the 
Measures of Academic Progress 
(MAP ) twice this year ( Fall/ 
Spring ) and made some dramatic 
improvements in their test scores. 
From Spring 2009-Spring 2010; 78- 
80% of the students had a positive 
increase (as low as only 1 point to 
as high as 28 points ). 


A certain amount of growth is ex- 
pected from every student accord- 


ing to their level of understanding. On 


average, students scoring in the low 
range may be expected to make 8-10 


points of growth, while students scoring 


in the high range may be expected to 
make 1-5 points of growth. We are 


happy to report that we had 37-39% of 


the students not only make positive 


growth, but actually exceed the expected 


growth for them in some areas. 


With the information gathered from the 
MAP classroom teachers are able to bet- 


New Curriculum for K-5 


ter address the specific needs of 
individual students. Now we have 
definitive results that verify stu- 
dents ’ improvement and will as- 
sist teachers in adapting their 
teaching methods to meet the 
needs of the student. 
Congratulations to both students 
and teachers for 
a positive dem- 
onstration of skill 
development! 


By Erika Thompson, Curriculum Specialist 


This spring semester, teachers in 
grades K-5 have unanimously se- 
lected the new and improved read- 
ing-language arts materials for use 
during the next seven years, start- 
ing this Fall 2010. The state- 
adopted program California Treas- 
ures is published by MacMillian/ 
McGraw-Hill. Teachers felt that this 
program offered everything needed 
for the students. 


Two teachers, Susan Stewart and 
Karen Shannon, have enjoyed pilot- 
ing the new materials. “ The cur- 
riculum addresses similar skills spi- 
raling across the grades. When stu- 
dents move up to a higher level 
book, they do not miss the skills 


previously introduced in the lower 
grades. We can provide our stu- 
dents grade-level reading materi- 


als ”, Shannon explained. In addi- 
tion, the same story is presented in 


four different reading levels. Each 


weekly unit uses the same new vo- 


cabulary words in each of the four 
levels. These “leveled readers ” 
will meet the students ’ varying 


reading abilities, and help increase 


their reading scores. 


“| send home all book levels with 
increasing difficulty from Monday 
through Thursday, and by the last 


day, my students can read the ad- 


vanced version, ” says Shannon. 


Donations 
Special Thanks 


Linda Briggs in Memory of 
Charles “Chuck ” Holland 


Bob Taylor for 
Special Needs Athletics 


Holly Bernstein for 
the girls dorm 


CSDR CAN ended the year with a 
balance of over $41,000! Please 
remember to mark your calendars 
for our Spook-tacular fundraising 
event on October 28! 


